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DECORATION

The best exhibitions in London in
April
From Sargent and Fashion at Tate Britain to an exhibition of stained glass at Two Temple Place, here's our invaluable guide to the best
exhibitions in London to see

By Fiona McKenzie Johnston

3 April 2024

T
here may be no better way to spark inspiration and forget the doom and

gloom of the world than by ducking into a gallery or museum. With the

recently re-opened National Portrait Gallery, in Trafalgar Square, comes an

exciting array of new exhibitions. This month, that includes a striking exhibition

which explores the power of textiles in politics at the Barbican, and a show of Holbein

portraits at the Queen's Gallery.

Whether your preference is in the conceptual or classical, there's no shortage of

inspiring and thought-provoking artworks to be seen. Here, we've rounded up the

best and most exciting exhibitions to see in London (and beyond).

The best exhibitions in London

1/19

Anna Van Oosterom / Mary Norden: Torn, Vivienne Roberts Projects

This exhibition at Vivienne Roberts Projects, EC1N, will showcase the work of two

collage artists: Anna Van Oosterom and Mary Norden. In different ways, both artists

explore the idea of isolation. For Anna, this is with reference to her nomadic lifestyle,

which has seen her living and working across the globe. The exhibition will nod to

this, in works which show lone figures in empty, public environments (all called

Untitled). Mary's patchwork fabric depictions of landscapes are suggestive of sea,

sand and sky. The rich use of calming colours instil in the onlooker a sense of serenity.

Pictured here; Somewhere 1, 2024, Mary Norden

viviennerobertsprojects.com

2/19

Augustus John and the First Crisis of Brilliance, Piano Nobile, W11

This show examines the work that heralded John’s talent, placing his portraits of

fellow students at Slade School of Fine Art and landscapes of his Welsh homeland

alongside pieces by his contemporaries, including his elder sister Gwen John, and

William Orpen and Jacob Epstein.

Pictured; Landscape in Wales, 1911-13

April 26-June 13; piano-nobile.com
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Visiting houses lived in by William Morris, the 19th-century textile designer, artist,

writer and spearhead of the Arts and Crafts movement, is a captivating experience.

The Red House in Bexleyheath, co-designed with architect Philip Webb, and

Kelmscott Manor in the Cotswolds, both of which are now open for the season, hold

many works by him and his contemporaries. At William Morris Gallery, E17, in the

house he lived in as a teenager, Art Without Heroes: Mingei (until September 22),

explores the early-20th-century Japanese folk-craft movement that developed in

dialogue with British Arts and Crafts. Led by philosopher and critic Yanagi Sōetsu,

Japanese studio potter Hamada Shōji and British studio potter Bernard Leach, it

proposed an alternative to the rise of industrialism. The show features ceramics,

textiles and woodwork, including ‘Bowl in raku type earthenware’, 1912, by Tomimoto

Kenkichi, pictured here.

In 1920, Leach and Hamada founded Leach Pottery in St Ives, which is still a

working pottery as well as a museum. Close ties were developed with the artistic

community of makers in Ditchling, East Sussex, whose members included Eric Gill

and Philip Hagreen, and the textile designers Hilary Bourne and Barbara Allen. Their

significance, and relationship with the Arts and Crafts movement, is recounted at

Ditchling Museum of Art + Craft.

4/19

Saul Leiter: An Unfinished World, MK Gallery

Every day for 60 years, Saul Leiter photographed the world around him – with his

most enduring subject being the streets of New York, where he lived. MK Gallery in

Milton Keynes is presenting a major survey of his work.

Pictured; One of Saul Leiter’s New York photographs, Untitled, undated

Until June 2; mkgallery.org

5/19

Francesca Woodman and Julia Margaret Cameron: Portraits to Dream
In, The National Portrait Gallery

The National Portrait Gallery, WC2, is currently showing the work of two of the most

influential women photographers side by side, demonstrating how – a century apart –

they took portraiture beyond mere recording of appearance.

Pictured; Untitled self-portrait, 1979, Francesca Woodman

Until June 16; npg.org.uk

6/19

‘Left, Right and Rhubarb’: an exhibition of new pieces by Jess Wheeler

Jess Wheeler, the artist and maker best known for her delicate bronze and plaster

pieces inspired by leaves, is launching a new and exciting collection. Moving away

from the foliage she's worked with in the past, Jess's latest collection in bronze is all

rhubarb-inspired. Included is a side table (pictured here, with Jess), a wall sconce and

a bowl. Left, Right & Rhubarb is a collection which juxtaposes the delicate form of

rhubarb with the sturdiness of bronze, and will launch at an exhibition on 34

Bourdon street, in Mayfair from 5-6th April.

7/19

Antoine Roegiers: The Flames of Vanity

Robilant+Voena, W1, is exhibiting paintings and bewitchingly compelling animated

video pieces by the Paris-based Belgian artist Antoine Roegiers, whose work evokes

the narrative genre scenes of the Flemish and Dutch Old Masters while addressing

contemporary concerns.

Until April 5; robilantvoena.com

8/19

Unravel: The Power and Politics of Textiles in Art

Allocate time to linger over this major group exhibition at the Barbican showing

textile work by 50 international and intergenerational artists including Sheila Hicks,

Tracey Emin, Louise Bourgeois, and Magdalena Abakanowicz. Demonstrating the

many extraordinary possibilities of embroidery, felting, weaving, beading, and more,

here are vast sculptural installations, and intimate hand-crafted artworks. Between

them are accounts of trauma – of violence, imperialism, and exclusion – but also

survival, love, and hope.

Until May 26; barbican.org.uk

9/19

Peter Blake: Sculpture and Other Matters

There’s a contagious joy to this exhibition at Waddington Custot, W1, the first show

to be devoted to Peter Blake’s sculpture in twenty years. A pioneer of Pop Art,

imagination and storytelling are central to his process, and we’re invited to suspend

our disbelief when it comes to the potential of objects used - whether street signs,

Playmobil, or pebbles - and revel in their elevation from mundane to magical.

Until April 13; waddingtoncustot.com

10/19

Angelica Kauffman, Royal Academy of Arts

This exhibition at the Royal Academy of Arts, W1, traces the trajectory of one of its

18th-century founders – from child prodigy to one of Europe’s most renowned

portraitists and also the reinventor of the genre of history painting.

Until June 30; royalacademy.org.uk

Pictured; Design, 1778-80

Royal Collection Trust/© His Majesty King Charles III 2023

11/19

Holbein at the Tudor Court, The Queen’s Gallery

Fashion has long been a vital facet of portraiture – from the ancient murals of

Pompeii to the present day. Artist Chris Levine, on being commissioned to capture

the late Queen, recalls ‘a call from Angela Kelly asking, “What would you like Ma’am

to wear?”’ There are currently opportunities to look in depth at certain periods in this

entwined art history. The exhibition Holbein at the Tudor Court, at The Queen’s

Gallery, Buckingham Palace, SW1, is wondrous for the delicacy and the lifelike

realism of Hans Holbein the Younger’s drawings of the Royal family and Tudor

nobility. Equally striking is the touch-me quality of the damasks, silks, velvets and

furs worn to convey the status of each sitter, which Holbein would then take back to

his studio to perfect. Also on display is Henry VIII’s magnificent armour.

Until April 14; rct.uk

Pictured; Sir Henry Guildford, 1527, Hans Holbein the Younger
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